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The President. I can’t wait to come. Thank
you.

NOTE: The interview began at 3:10 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. The inter-
viewers were Giuseppe Lugato, RAI Television,
and Silvia Kramar, RTI Television.

Letter Accepting the Resignation of David Watkins as Assistant to the
President for Management and Administration
May 27, 1994

Dear David:
I write to accept your resignation and to say

that I understand your reasons for submitting
it.

At the same time, it should be stated that
you undertook your assignment as Assistant to
the President for Management and Administra-
tion with great vigor and effectiveness. During
your tenure, we changed and upgraded the tech-
nology upon which this White House depends
and future White Houses will depend; from
telephones to computers, you brought us into
the modern age. Moreover, you opened this
house—the people’s house—literally to thou-
sands more visitors than had ever been wel-

comed here in White House history. For these,
and many other accomplishments large and
small, you deserve great credit.

Hillary and I will never forget the loyal
friendship you and Ileene have given to us over
the years.

Sincerely,

BILL

NOTE: A letter of resignation from David Watkins
to the President and a letter from Chief of Staff
Thomas F. (Mack) McLarty to Mr. Watkins were
also made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary.

Statement on the Whale Sanctuary Agreement
May 27, 1994

We are pleased that we were able to get
so many other countries to agree to a sanctuary.
The United States will continue to exercise lead-
ership in seeking international agreement on the
conservation of whales.

NOTE: This statement was included in a statement
by the Press Secretary on the International Whal-
ing Commission agreement to create a sanctuary
for whales.

The President’s Radio Address
May 28, 1994

Good morning. Next week, many millions of
Americans, indeed people all across the world,
will focus on the beaches of Normandy, France,
for the commemoration of the 50th anniversary
of D-Day. I’ll be leaving for Europe in the
next few days to represent our people at the
ceremonies honoring the sacrifices of those who

fought in World War II. D-Day, June 6, 1944,
saw the single greatest mobilization of any fight-
ing force in human history. It was the turning
point of World War II and in many respects
a turning point of the 20th century. It was the
beginning of the end of Nazi tyranny and a
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downpayment on all the years of freedom the
rest of us have enjoyed ever since.

Memorial Day, on Monday, reminds Ameri-
cans everywhere that the ultimate price of free-
dom is never fully paid. This past week, I pre-
sented the Medal of Honor, our Nation’s highest
award for valor, to the widows and families of
Sergeants Gary Gordon and Randall Shughart,
who served nobly, fought bravely, and died
while saving the life of a comrade in Somalia
last October.

It was the first time this medal had been
earned in over 20 years. Sergeants Gordon and
Shughart served above and beyond the call of
duty and died in the most courageous and self-
less way any human being can act. They risked
their safety without hesitation and gave their
lives to save a comrade. Because of their her-
oism and that of others on October 3d, America
was able to complete its mission in Somalia
without any further casualties, turn over its re-
sponsibilities to the United Nations, to their sol-
diers from other lands, and to come home
knowing that our efforts saved the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of people and gave Somalia
at least a chance to become a stable land. These
soldiers and others will live in the memories
of those whose lives they touched.

From the American Revolution to the Civil
War, down through all the conflicts of our own
century, the lives of all Americans have been
moved by every patriot who ever fought and
died for the freedoms we all share. To honor
the sacrifices of those who have gone before,
we must build on their service in a very dif-
ferent and challenging world. The World Wars
are over. The cold war has been won. Now,
it is our job to secure the peace. For the first
time in history, there is a chance that democracy
and economic progress can reach across all Eu-
rope and to the far corners of the world. It
is an exciting and promising challenge. But if
we are to expand freedom’s reach, we must first
and foremost stand ready to protect America
from danger’s reach.

No era is ever free of dangers; none ever
will be. And ours is no exception. The cold
war world, which was bound up in a nuclear
standoff, has been traded for a new world yearn-
ing for stability and facing unimaginable chaos.
Nations once burdened by the smothering grip
of communism faced economic insecurities as
they moved toward market economies. The
heavy lid of authoritarian regimes has been lifted

to reveal the smoldering embers of ethnic and
religious hatreds. Millions are dying from hunger
rooted in environmental and economic devasta-
tion and uncontrolled migration. Millions more
hunger to be free. And all of us on this Earth
still face serious threats from the spread of nu-
clear weapons technology and the spread of
other weapons of mass destruction around the
world.

In this new era we cannot dispatch our troops
to solve every problem where our values are
offended by human misery, and we should not.
But we are prepared to defend ourselves and
our fundamental interests when they are threat-
ened. We’ll do so on our own whenever nec-
essary, and we’ll act with others whenever that’s
possible and prudent. In all cases, as the great
power of this era, we have a responsibility to
lead, because millions around the world look
to us for strength, for ideals, for the power
of example.

Today more than any time in human history,
we live in an interdependent world where the
fortunes of all nations are tied together. Through
two World Wars, we learned that the security
of our freedom here at home depends on the
survival of freedom overseas. That’s why we still
have troops in Europe and in Korea. Now more
than ever before, the strength of our economy
here at home also is joined to the strength of
economies abroad.

In an age of increasing interdependence, our
mission is to provide for our own security, fight-
ing terrorism, fighting proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction, fighting conventional
threats; then to help other nations achieve eco-
nomic reforms and prosperity and become more
democratic. A world of free and stable trading
partners is not only good for our economic secu-
rity, it’s important for our national security.

That’s why we’ve worked so hard for the
North American Free Trade Agreement, for the
worldwide GATT trade agreement, to reach out
to the countries of the Asian-Pacific region and
Latin America, to involve South Africa in the
world’s growing trade, and now to try to engage
the Chinese to support not only human rights
in that country but the continuing evolution of
economic integration.

To be sure, there is more danger and uncer-
tainty ahead, but there also awaits a world of
promise. As we go forward, we should learn
from the brave veterans who stormed the shores
of Normandy and fought in Italy 50 years ago.
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They had no guarantee of survival when they
approached their beachhead. Many now say that
even with 50 years gone by, they remember
expecting that they would not survive. They had
no guarantees, but they went on against gunfire,
under shelling, over land mines. Against all, they
plowed ahead. And they knew that unless they
prevailed, our very way of life might be lost.

The sacrifices of their yesterdays have given
us the promise of freedom in our tomorrows.
A grateful nation must never forget that. It is
our obligation to make a world in which no
D-Day will ever be necessary again. Working
together, with American leadership, we can do
that. We can resist tyranny. We can combat

terrorism and contain chaos. We can work for
peace, for progress, for human rights. The sac-
rifices of those who went before us demand
no less. Like the soldiers who fought on D-
Day and in Italy, our great Nation must always
push onward to see our freedom endure. For
when our memories exceed our dreams, we have
begun to grow old. And it is the destiny and
the obligation of America to remain forever
young.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: This address was recorded at 4:41 p.m. on
May 27 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 28.

Remarks at a Memorial Day Breakfast
May 30, 1994

Thank you very much. Thank you, Hershel,
for that kind of introduction and for the good
work that you do for our veterans every day.
Secretary Perry, Postmaster General Runyon,
General Shalikashvili and the chiefs of our mili-
tary services, General Gordon at the Military
District here in Washington, to the other distin-
guished guests who are here. Let me welcome
you here for another happy and honorable Me-
morial Day.

I’d like to begin, if I might, by asking one
person here to stand and be acknowledged. I
want to say a special word of thanks to General
Mick Kicklighter and the World War II Com-
memoration Committee for the remarkable work
they have done in organizing this commemora-
tion and what we are about to do in the coming
week. General, please stand up. [Applause]
Thank you.

In just a few moments, I will sign two procla-
mations, one a prayer for peace on Memorial
Day and the other the declaration of D-Day
National Remembrance Day. Before I do that
and before Postmaster General Runyon unveils
this year’s additions to the World War II com-
memorative stamps, I’d like to say just a word
about this occasion.

Fifty years ago, our Nation and our allies were
engaged in a monumental struggle, the outcome
of which was far from clear for quite a long
while. Americans from all walks of life were

called far from their homes and their families.
Franklin Roosevelt spoke of their mission on
the morning of the 6th of June, D-Day: ‘‘Our
sons, pride of our Nation, this day have set
upon a mighty endeavor, a struggle to preserve
our Republic, our religion, and our civilization
and to set free a suffering humanity. . . . They
fight not for the lust of conquest, they fight
to end conquest. They fight to liberate. They
fight to let justice arise and tolerance and good
will among all God’s people.’’

Today, we enjoy the fruits of that toil. We
owe our liberty and our prosperity to the
strength and the valor of those who fought in
that great struggle. But we also inherit the re-
sponsibility of defending that gift. We must be
the guardians of the freedom that was delivered
to us today by what we do here at home to
keep freedom alive and to enhance its meaning.

And around the world our men and women
in uniform stand guard, guaranteeing and de-
fending that freedom. I think the veterans of
D-Day and World War II who are here must
take a great deal of pride in knowing that today’s
men and women in uniform are the finest, most
well-motivated Armed Forces our Nation or any
nation has ever known. Our highest commitment
must be to ensure that they remain so, best
trained, best equipped, best prepared. If they
must be in harm’s way, they must have the
support they need and deserve.
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